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The Cedar Rapids Kernels organization is proud to be a part of such a 
vibrant and special community that is the city of Cedar Rapids. The 
“2019 Kernels Community Report” serves a look into the incredible 
impact of the impressive amount of work done by the Kernels, and 
their partners, in the community. Tallying over $350,000 in charitable 
donations, collecting over 9,000 pounds of food for the hungry the last 
three years and making over 150 mascot and player appearances just 
scratches the surface of our commitment. 

One aspect of our ball club that we are extremely proud of is providing 
jobs for over 350 individuals over the summer. Employees range from 
high school students working their first job, individuals with full time 
jobs earning extra income or retirees working to supplement their re-
tirement income. We also work closely with Options of Linn County and 
Goodwill of the Heartland to employ several individuals with special 
needs.

“Take the Lead” Mission Statement 
From the front office to the dugout, “Take the Lead” 

exemplifies how teamwork and collective efforts support and benefit 
the Cedar Rapids Corridor. The Kernels are committed to being the 
community beacon for education, social and recreation programs. 
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FOUNDATION
2019 SEASON IN REVIEW

The Kernels Foundation is a non-profit organization 
committed to ensuring that all youth in Eastern Iowa 
have the opportunity to experience the thrills and 
life enhancing lessons that come from engaging in 
athletics and recreational activities. 

2019 was another year in which The Kernels 
Foundation exemplified their committment to 
ensuring not only everybody gets to play, but also 
providing fun experiences that weren’t possible 
before their support. From providing Kernels tickets 
to over 500 underserved youth to enabling local little 
leagues and recreational camps to thrive in their 
respective communities, the Kernels Foundation is 
proud to continue to support local area sports and 
recreation programs.  



$1,250
$16,000

$2,152
$4,200

$23,602

Education 

 
 youth sports 

programs

ballpark outings 
for underserved 

kids

 additional 
community support

TOTAL
2019



$25,826
$180,638
$152,696

$359,160

In-Kind

Monetary 

In Stadium 
Fundraising 

2019 total 
Charitable donations 



charitable do
natio

ns
2019 Charitable Donations

Each year the Cedar Rapids Kernels use their 
platform in the community to help out many 
organizations by donating a monetary sum, 
an in-kind donation such as tickets or stadium 
fundraising with special jersey auctions or 
allowing a non-profit to spread awareness at a 
game. 

Including donations made by the Kernels 
Foundation, the organization made a total 
contribution of $359,160 to the Corridor Area.
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It was another great year for 
the 21st Annual Kernels Summer 
Reading Program. For the last two 
decades the Cedar Rapids Kernels 
have visited elementary schools with 
the sole purpose of getting kids excited 
about reading. In 2019, in the months 
of April, May and June, Kernels staff 
held 58 elementary school assemblies 
where kids across Eastern Iowa learned 
why it is so important to include 
everybody when reading. This year, some 
lucky kids got to read the book “This Zoo 
is Not For You” with Kernels players and 
our mascot Mr. Shucks while doing funny 
dance moves and antics. Thank you to 
presenting sponsor Toyota Financial for 
sponsoring our reading program from day 
one!



58 School 
Assemblies 

Across
Eastern Iowa 

Promoted Reading 
to 22,300 Kids Nearly 3,000   

Participants 

Total minutes 
read in 2019 2,703,250

 83%  
completed the 

program 

READING IS 
for Everybody!
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The Cedar Rapids Kernels partnered with the Cedar Rapids Police 
Department, Jane Boyd Community House and Kids on Course 
University in 2017 to create a new youth program called “Catch with 
a Cop”. 

Branching from the success of “Coffee with a Cop”, we wanted to 
connect the youth of Cedar Rapids to local police officers to start a 
positive and engaging relationship with a simple game of catch!

This program was run by all new community leaders in 2019: Megan 
Brown from Jane Boyd, Casey Wood from Kids on Course, Josh Carter 
from the Cedar Rapids Police Department, and Aron Brecht from the 
Kernels. All are proud to say “Catch with a Cop” continued its great 
success with impacting lives in a fun way!

Over the course of the 
summer, 5 different stops 
were made and over 50 
children made positive 
connections with local 
law enforcement. These 
stops included games of 
catch, whiffle ball, and 
home run derbies.  
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collected the last 
three years 
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First Federal Credit Union and the Cedar Rapids Kernels created the “Home Run 
for Hunger” program in 2017 which is a collaborative initiative to support the 
Hawkeye Area Community Action Program (HACAP) Food Reservoir. 

Volunteers from First Federal Credit Union and the Cedar Rapids Kernels visited 
8 Cedar Rapids Downtown Farmers Markets over the summer and collected 
2,000 pounds of food from local vendors for HACAP’s food reservoir. The food 
collection was an impressive number considering the lack of available produce 
until late Summer due to the cold and wet growing season. The amount of food 
collected created 1,659 healthy meals for those living with food insecurities. 

In three years, “Home Run for Hunger” has collected over 9,000 pounds of food 
for people across Eastern Iowa fighting hunger every day. The food collected is 
distributed right away to 7 surrounding counties and has been used in programs 
such as “Meals on Wheels”. “Home Run for Hunger” is an outstanding example 
of how far our helpful reach can extend when community-minded organizations 
use local resources for the greater good.  



Nick Adenhart was a bright 
young pitcher who played for 
the Cedar Rapids Kernels in 
2006, and was a rising star 
in the Los Angeles Angels 
organization. Only hours after 
Nick’s 2009 season debut on the 
mound for the Angel’s a drunk 
driver killed him tragically 
at the age of 22. Nick’s family 
continues to honor him with the awarding of two $1,000 scholarships 
in his memory. The Kernels Foundation is privileged to administer the 
scholarships on behalf of Nick’s family. 

The Cedar Rapids Kernels and the Kernels Foundation were pleased 
to select Sam Staley and Samantha Schrantz as the winners of the 
2019 Nick Adenhart Memorial Scholarships. They were recognized in 
an on-field ceremony before a Kernels game on Sunday, June 30th. 
Sam Staley is a member of the Class of 2019 at Jefferson High School, 
National Honor Society, and plans on attending Central College to 
study Engineering. Samantha Schrantz is a member of the Class of 
2019 at Lisbon High School, National Honor Society, and plans on 
attending the University of Iowa to study Film/Cinema and English. 
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Nick Adenhart 
1986 - 2009



For 10 years, The Al Smith League of Dreams has been an 
instructional, non-competitive, coach-pitch league open to 
local 2nd and 3rd graders. This year, however, the league 
expanded to 5th and 6th graders with the help of Minor 
League Baseball, Perfect Game USA, Prospect Meadows, and 
Rawlings. We are all proud to have provided thousands of 
children the opportunity to play in a free baseball league 
over these 10 years. Some children in the “League of 
Dreams” may not have the means to play baseball, while 
others are playing for the first time ever. 

In 2019, games were played twice a week throughout June 
at Prospect Meadows and Coe College’s Softball Field. 
Games lasted an hour and a half and were focused heavily 
on instruction and learning the game over competition. At 
the end of the season, a special All-Star game was hosted at 
Veterans Memorial Stadium. All the kids got the wonderful 
opportunity to play on the same field as the Kernels! Their 
families were invited to cheer and were served free food, 
free drinks, and were given a free ticket to a Kernels game 
all thanks to the Kernels Foundation. 
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In 2019, Kernels players made two visits to the University of 
Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital. During these visits, Ker-
nels players made arts & crafts with patients in the hospital’s 
activity room before being led up to the in-patient units to visit 
with patients and families not feeling up to getting out of their 
respective rooms. Some touching moments happened when play-
ers handed out vials of liquid luck from the popular book and 
movie series “Harry Potter” as something for the 
patients to hold onto as momento of these visits. 

These impactful visits were first organized in 2018 by then 
Kernels Director of Community Relations, Ryne George, and Ce-
dar Rapids City Councilwoman Ashley Vanorny as a fun experi-
ence for patients at the hospital. It grew to two appearances in 
2019 and will grow to even more in 2020 thanks the groundwork 
laid in 2018.  A special thank you goes out to the UISFCH staff for 
being excellent to work with in organizing and executing these 
appearances. 
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The Cedar Rapids Kernels take our responsibility to be an active 
community-based organization very seriously. This Community Re-
port serves to put that commitment on display by highlighting the 
level of involvement the club has in the Corridor Area. Community 
interaction has been a cornerstone of Cedar Rapids Professional 
Baseball since it’s inception some 125+ years ago, and continues to 
be a focus today.   

This interaction isn’t possible without the continuous support the 
Kernels have received from the City of Five Seasons, and beyond. 
A special thank you is owed to all of the fans, sponsors, and 
volunteers that have dedicated their time and financial support 
to so many worthy programs the Kernels are proud to put on.  
Whether it is promoting reading to tens of thousands of children 
each year, or ensuring that even just one more person doesn’t go 
hungry, the Kernels are proud to reciprocate the support we have 
been given by our great community.  





The mission of the Cedar Rapids Ball Club, Inc. is to provide 
affordable, fan-friendly, high-quality entertainment 

in a first-class facility. As a fiscally responsible 
organization, our employees and Board of Directors 

are dedicated to enhancing our relationships with area 
businesses, residents and visitors through professional 

baseball and other venues. 


