


20 18 IronBirds Season

Recap and  High ligh t s

When the Aberdeen IronBirds opened the 20 18 season, they had  hopes of reaching the 
p layoffs for the first  t im e since 20 13. While the IronBirds fell short  of that  goal by just  two 
gam es, 20 18 w ill st ill be rem em bered  as a season of m any accom plishm ents, includ ing the 
club?s second w inning record  in a row . 

The IronBirds staff took creat ivity to another level in 20 18. During the p re-season, the staff 
cam e up  w ith  two new  ident it ies for your IronBirds to p lay under during the season. During 
every Sunday hom e gam e, the IronBirds took the field  as the Star-Spangled  Banners of 
Aberdeen. This w as in honor of the 10 0 -year celebrat ion of the Nat ional Anthem  first  being 
p layed  in p rofessional baseball. Working w ith  Fort  McHenry, the club  w as also ab le to show  
its support  for local m ilitary m em bers stat ioned  at  the Aberdeen Proving Grounds. The 
second nam e created  w as the Harford  County Anglers, in reference to the ESPN?s 
Bassm aster's Elite tournam ent  that  w as to be held  in the Chesapeake Bay, w ith  port ions of 
the event  at  Leidos Field  at  Ripken Stad ium , July 28 & 29. In add it ion to those two nam es, the 
team  cont inued  its t rad it ion of p laying a single-gam e in honor of Maryland?s favorite 
crustacean, the Aberdeen Steam ed Crabs.  

Leidos Field  at  Ripken Stad ium  hosted  m any prom ot ions throughout  the season. Fans were 
t reated  to n ine b reathtaking fireworks d isp lays held  every Friday night , as well as July 3, and  
August  9, Military Appreciat ion Night . 

In 20 18, Leidos Field  at  Ripken Stad ium  also celebrated  Maryland?s 230  b irthday, p resented  
by University of Maryland  Upper Chesapeake Heath, w ith  a giveaw ay t in dep ict ing the scenes 
of the state of Maryland , as well as an appearance by Governor Larry Hogan. We celebrated  
Ferrous? b irthday w ith  m ore than 1,0 0 0  kids w ho at tended the b irthday party, all of w hom  
received  a com plim entary t icket  to Dutch Wonderland . We even celebrated  the life of one of 
Maryland?s m ost  recognized  ath letes, Babe Ruth, w ith  a fly sw at ter giveaw ay, courtesy of 
Execut ive Coach, recognizing the 70  anniversary of the passing of the ?the Sultan of Sw at?! 



20 18 IronBirds Season

Recap and  High ligh t s (cont inued)

The m ost  ant icipated  gam e of the year w as the celebrat ion of Aberdeen?s ow n Cal Ripken, Jr. 
A sold -out  crowd cam e out  to support  and  honor the local legend . The date w as July 20  in 
honor of the 20  anniversary of the end  of 
Cal?s consecut ive gam es p layed  st reak. It  w as 
a special evening honoring and  reliving Cal?s 
days as one the greatest  Orioles? to ever p lay 
the gam e. He ended the evening the sam e 
w ay he d id  in Cam den Yards; by w alking 
around  the w arning t rack, giving fans 
h igh-fives and  thanking them  for their 
support !    

 

Nat ional m usical and  entertainm ent  acts 
p layed  throughout  the season at  Leidos Field  
at  Ripken Stad ium . Favorites such as Phillie 
Phanat ic?s cousins Reggie and  New ton; the 
energet ic Halft im e Dogs w ho perform ed acrobat ic stunts around  the field ; U.S. Olym pian 
figure skater Kim m ie Meissner w ho skated  out  a gam e?s cerem onial first  p itch; and  the 
three-m an X-Pogo crew  w ho entertained  us w ith  their acrobat ic ab ilit ies on pogo st icks. We 
closed  out  the season celebrat ing the 35 Anniversary of the Balt im ore Orioles 1983 World  
Series cham pionship , courtesy of the Babe Ruth Museum , and  the evening included  
appearances by team  alum ni Tippy Mart inez, Al Bum bry, Bill Sw aggerty and  John Steforo. 



20 18 IronBirds Season

Recap and  High ligh t s (cont inued)

20 18 saw  h igh school sp irit  n ights take over the ballpark. For the first  t im e ever, Leidos 
Field  at  Ripken stad ium  hosted  Aberdeen High School, Edgewood High School and  
The John Carroll School for their ow n fundraising gam es. The school support  and  
excitem ent  w as beyond belief w ith  hundreds of h igh school students and  teachers 
raising the roof in the ballpark each night !   



20 18 IronBirds Season

In  t he Com m unit y

The IronBirds and  their legendary m ascots, 
Ferrous and  Ripcord , are beloved  in Harford , 
Cecil and  Balt im ore Count ies and  have long 
been heralded  for their work w ith in each of 
these com m unit ies. The IronBirds com m itm ent  
to giving back rem ains a top  p riorit y thanks to 
the philanthrop ic endeavors of the Ripken 
brothers.

20 18 w as a record  year for the IronBirds in 
donat ions, appearances and  fundraising. Over 
the course of the 20 18 season the IronBirds 
m ade m ore than 380  donat ions to Harford , 
Cecil and  Balt im ore County based  non-profit  organizat ions through fundraising, t icket  
donat ions, first -p itches and  other in-kind  in it iat ives, totaling over $138,0 0 0 . In add it ion, 
Ferrous and  Ripcord  m ade over 90  appearances at  schools, com m unity events, business 
funct ions, lit t le league baseball gam es and  non-profit  organizat ions.

We kicked  off 20 18 focused  on three non-profit  organizat ions: Harford  Fam ily House, YMCA of 
Cent ral Maryland  and  the Boys and  Girls Club  of Harford  and  Cecil Count ies. During the year, 
we worked  hand-in-hand  w ith  these organizat ions to b ring aw areness and  raise funds 
together. 

During our season each of these organizat ions received  signage, advertorial in our gam e 
program , announcem ents during gam es, m ascot  appearances, fundraising opportunit ies, 
t icket  donat ions, and  IronBirds? staff part icipat ion.   



20 18 IronBirds Season

In  t he Com m unit y (cont inued)

It  d idn?t  stop  there. The IronBirds worked  w ith  num erous organizat ions and  corporate 
partners? charitab le causes throughout  the sum m er.

Listed  below  are som e of the club?s in-season charitab le endeavors:  

- For each t icket  sold  in the Plaza Ford  Party Deck, the IronBirds donated  $1 to the 
Miracle League. This season, the 
IronBirds w ill be m aking a donat ion of 
$3,375 to the Miracle League through 
Plaza Ford .

- Bm ore Buggies created  a custom  
baseball them ed golf cart  and  
sponsored  the call to the hom e team  
bullpen. We sold  raffle t ickets over the 
course of season to w in the golf cart . 
The m oney raised  w as for the Shriners 
Hosp ital for Child ren. During the last  
gam e of the season B-m ore Buggies 
p resented  a check to the Shriners for $2,134.

- Fox Television p resented  a $50 0  check to 
Maryland  Special Olym pics through the State Police.

- The Allegiant  Air $50 0  flight  voucher giveaw ay 
w as a part  of MiLB?s Com m UNITY act ivat ion w indow  for 
the m onth of August . It  w as a great  opportunity for the 
IronBirds to give back to their com m unity and  aw ard  one 
lucky first  responder, w ho give so m uch to keep us safe. 
Our lucky w inner w as Curt is Diering Jr, a volunteer 
firefighter and  EMS responder for the City of Aberdeen!

- This season Freedom  Federal Cred it  Union 
p resented  the long ball. With every hom e run h it  
Freedom  FCU donated  $10 0  to MedStar Health . 
The IronBirds th is season h it  a total of 26 hom e 
runs, p roducing a $2,60 0  donat ion to the 
ped iat ric departm ent  at  MedSt ar Heal t h .

- RAACE, w ith  their large sp inning w heel, w as once 
again a stap le in the Kids Zone. RAACE raised  
m oney w ith  a $1 sp in to b ring aw areness to their 
cause of the Race Against  Abuse of Child ren 
Everyw here.



20 18 IronBirds Season

In  t he Com m unit y (cont inued)

- PNC Bank, for the second season in a row , 
sponsored  the college tuit ion scholarsh ip  
p rom ot ion. Six students were selected  from  
Cecil College and  Harford  Com m unity 
College to part icipate in the scholarsh ip  
tuit ion p rom ot ion. All six students received  
$250  for being selected . First  p lace received : 
$3,50 0  Second p lace: $1,0 0 0  and  Third  p lace: 
$50 0

- Through our MiLB partnership  w ith  Bush?s 
Baked  Beans the IronBirds held  a food  d rive 
at  the ballpark. We received  over 20  lbs. of food  from  IronBirds fans during one gam e. 
The Maryland  Food Bank w as the benefactor. 

- Through our local partnership  w ith  the Maryland  Departm ent  of Transportat ion?s State 
Highw ays Adm inist rat ion, we held  an Operat ion Orange Food d rive at  Liedos Field  at  
Ripken Stad ium , w ith  the Maryland  Food Bank serving as benefactor.

- On August  10 , the Orioles Advocates were in at tendance prom ot ing their Cardboard  to 
Leather (C2L) of Maryland . The Orioles Advocates visit  stad ium s throughout  the area 
collect ing gent ly used  baseball equipm ent  to send  to im poverished  count ries so youth 
have the opportunity to p lay the gam e of baseball. Previous donat ions have gone to 
count ries includ ing Afghanistan, Aruba, Belgrade, Belize, Cuba, the Dom inican 
Repub lic, Ghana, Iraq , Nicaragua and  Venezuela. 

- C2L has received  over 90  tons of equipm ent  donat ions to be sh ipped  to 
underprivileged  youth. Equipm ent  consist ing of uniform s, bats, gloves, helm ets, 
catcher?s equipm ent , baseballs. This year the Orioles Advocates collected  just  under 50  
p ieces of baseball and  softball equipm ent . 

- ICan Bike Cam p provided  by the Harford  County Com m issions on Disab ilit ies. 
Three p layers (Kevin Magee, Jim m y Murphy and  Zach Matson) helped  ch ild ren 
w ith  d isab ilit ies ride b ikes around  the Churchville Recreat ion Council Build ing.

- The IronBirds held  three specialty jersey auct ions during the 20 18 season. From  the 

Star Wars jerseys, RAACE jerseys and  Banners jerseys we were ab le to raise over $3,0 0 0 . 



20 18 IronBirds Season

In  t he Com m unit y (cont inued)

- Ben Hill, a b logger w ith  MiLB, visited  Leidos Field  at  Ripken Stad ium  during a gam e. 
Through h is charity VS. Cancer we were ab le to raise $150  through IronBirds fans 
purchasing an opportunity to w in a Cal Ripken Jr. signed  baseball for $5

- For Military Appreciat ion Night , Leidos, our nam ing rights partner, and  Cal Ripken Sr. 
Foundat ion purchased  over 1,0 0 0  t ickets to donate to act ive and  reserved  m ilitary 
personnel.

- Through our Ferrous and  Ripcord  scoreboard  fund  we raised  $450  from  b irthday and  

other special scoreboard  announcem ents. The Boys and  Girls Club  w as the benefactor. 
- From  the sales of our Steam ed Crab  t icket  package we were ab le to raise $140  for Blue 

Water Balt im ore.
- From  the sales of our Banner t icket  package we were ab le to raise $180  for the Seats 

for Sold iers cam paign.
- During five Saturday hom e gam es we hosted  five Hom e Run for Life Honorees. This 

p rom ot ion allowed the IronBirds to share w ith  our fans real stories of peop le over 
com ing challenges in their lives. We recognized  Louis Marcell (recovered  substance 
abuser), Meg Kaiser (recovered  substance abuser), Josh Fischer (recovered  substance 
abuser), Joe Ryan (Manager, MD Office of Drug Cont rol Policy), Ashley Moore 
(recovered  substance abuser) and  Mathew  Hayes (cancer survivor)

- IronBirds worked  w ith  Harford , Cecil and  Balt im ore Count ies Pub lic Lib rary 
Foundat ions. Gam e day t icket  vouchers were handed out  to the ch ild ren w ho 
com pleted  the lib rary?s Sum m er Read ing p rogram . Alm ost  40 0  ch ild ren were 
aw arded  a t icket  to an IronBirds gam e. In support  of the p rogram , we had  IronBirds 
p layers read  to ch ild ren in the dugout .



20 18 IronBirds Season

In  t he Com m unit y (cont inued)

Outside of the baseball season the IronBirds hosted  a two charity events:

- Josh Ham er Mem orial baseball gam e. On April 20 , John Carroll?s varsity team  p layed  
Rising Sun. John Carroll won the gam e 6-4. The IronBirds donated  all the gate and  
concession p roceeds, totaling $3,0 0 0 . 

- On August  28, Harford  Fam ily House hosted  a Hom e Runs for the Hom eless event  at  
Leidos field  at  Ripken Stad ium . Over 20  team s part icipated  in the event  and  raised  
over $35,0 0 0 .



Thank You
Every team s goal is to w in a league cham pionship  every season. Although the IronBirds 
d idn't  m ake the 20 18 New  York-Penn League postseason, it  w as their second  w inning season 
in a row  at  Leidos Field  at  Ripken Stad ium . Not  to m ent ion a cham pionship  year in the 
Aberdeen com m unity as well. 

The IronBirds would  like to thank you for your support  in 20 18. Your support  to the Ripken 
fam ily is a significant  p iece , not  only to the team , but  to our com m unity that  supports us 
throughout  the season. 


