


Welcome
Dear friends of the Lakewood BlueClaws and BlueClaws Charities, 

It gives us great pleasure to present this Community Relations Impact Report following 

one of our most successful seasons in the history of BlueClaws Charities. Our 

organization was able to partner and support almost 40 organizations around the 

Jersey Shore with cash grants, with impact all felt right here within Monmouth and 

Ocean Counties. 

Plus, we were able to support hundreds of other non-profits and other fundraising 

events throughout the year. 

I would also like to thank our sponsor, DiFeo Kia, for helping to extend the reach of 

BlueClaws Charities in 2019 and we look forward to an extended partnership with 

DiFeo Kia in 2020.

The support that BlueClaws Charities has received from the community has been truly 

overwhelming, and we look forward to making an even bigger impact in the 

community in 2020. 

Jim DeAngelis

Executive Director, BlueClaws Charities

VP of Community Relations, Lakewood BlueClaws





Annual Grant DistributionAnnual Grant Distribution
Each year, BlueClaws Charities is proud to distribute grants to their deserving Community 

Partner organizations (page 1 of 6). 

American Cancer Society - To help fund rides to treatment for cancer 

patients, a free place to stay when a patient needs to travel for 

treatment, as well as free wigs for patients. 

ALS Association of Greater Philadelphia - To help subsidize our Care 

Services Program that offers programs and services to families living with 

ALS at no cost and who live in the surrounding communities of BlueClaws

Charities.

Alzheimer’s Association Greater New Jersey Chapter - To support youth in 

our area who are experiencing Alzheimer’s in their family.

The Arc, Ocean County Chapter - To support the general operating budget 

of the agency in order to continue to provide and support 1,500 

individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

Ashley Lauren Foundation - To assist children with cancer and their 

families through direct family financial assistance.



Annual Grant DistributionAnnual Grant Distribution
Each year, BlueClaws Charities is proud to distribute grants to their deserving Community 

Partner organizations (page 2 of 6). 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Ocean County - To fund current community 

mentorship programs. 

Jersey Shore Council, Boy Scouts of America - To provide direct support to 

our Scoutreach (youth at risk) Cub Scout pack at the Clark Elementary 

School in Lakewood, New Jersey. 

Brodie Fund - To financially assist families with pets fighting cancer. 

Caregiver Volunteers of Central Jersey - To help defray the cost of criminal 

background checks completed on all volunteers prior to assignments. 

David’s Dream & Believe Cancer Foundation - To provide direct financial 

aid to New Jersey families affected by cancer during the holiday season. 

Dottie’s House - To offset the cost of a backflow repair at the facility. 



Annual Grant DistributionAnnual Grant Distribution
Each year, BlueClaws Charities is proud to distribute grants to their deserving Community 

Partner organizations (page 3 of 6). 

Easterseals New Jersey - To ensure the continuation of employment 

services programs featuring skills evaluation, resume building, interview 

skills in addition to placing our participants into jobs within the 

community. 

Girl Scouts of the Jersey Shore - To purchase a storage shed to allow the 

robotics team to store their robot and its components.

Go4theGoal - To support our Kart 4 Kids program in local hospitals that 

will bring smiles to kids battling cancer.

Guidinglight House Inc. - Fund housing and program services to female 

veterans transitioning out of the military.

HABcore Inc. - To help fund the supportive services program component 

of HABcore’s Rapid Re-Housing Program in Ocean County. 



Annual Grant DistributionAnnual Grant Distribution
Each year, BlueClaws Charities is proud to distribute grants to their deserving Community 

Partner organizations (page 4 of 6). 

JAR of Hope - To bring awareness directed to finding a cure for Duchenne 

Muscular Dystrophy. 

JF Party Dragon - To purchase food for those in need in Ocean County.

Kids Need More - To enhance the lives of children, families, and young 

adults coping with cancer and life-threatening illness.

LADACIN Network - To support our Child Care and Preschool program 

which integrates children with and without disabilities. 

Lt. Dennis W. Zilinski Memorial Fund - To assist our organization in its 

mission of aiding and assisting our wounded warriors and their families. 

Mya Lin Terry Foundation - To support our Friends of Michael Campaign, 

sibling support of oncology children.



Annual Grant DistributionAnnual Grant Distribution
Each year, BlueClaws Charities is proud to distribute grants to their deserving Community 

Partner organizations (page 5 of 6). 

NJ TEARS Foundation - To provide assistance to families who have lost a 

child due to pregnancy or infant loss or sudden loss of a school-aged child 

in New Jersey with programs offered through our Center for Child Loss in 

Wall. 

Northern Ocean Habitat for Humanity - To support elderly neighbors in 

their progressing age and the infirmities that often come with it by 

providing safety-related maintenance (such as grab bars and wheelchair 

ramps) and other home repairs necessary to alleviate structural 

violations, serious health issues, and code violations. 

Ocean County Family Support Organization - To offset the costs of trips 

for our Youth Partnership Program. 

Ocean County Shrine Club - To purchase surgical hardware to scoliosis 

patients at Shriners Hospital for Children, Philadelphia, specifically, metal 

instrumentation including, but not limited to, surgical rods and cages 

used in spinal fusion implant procedures to straighten severe curvatures. 



Annual Grant DistributionAnnual Grant Distribution
Each year, BlueClaws Charities is proud to distribute grants to their deserving Community 

Partner organizations (page 6 of 6). 

Ocean’s Harbor House - To provide housing for homeless, abused, 

neglected, and tossaway youth between the ages of 16 and 21, serving 

Monmouth and Ocean Counties. 

Ocean Partnership for Children - To provide emergency fund for youth and 

famliies for immediate needs that cannot be secured at no cost or covered 

by Medicad or flex funds.

Piece of the Puzzle - To expand our special education curriculum for 

students with autism and developmental disabilities. 

Parents of Autistic Children - To provide a challenger sports league designed 

to offer a socialization opportunity, through athletic participation, between 

disabled students and their typically developing peers. 

Probation Association of New Jersey Education Fund - To foster and 

enhance educational/training opportunities for members of PA/NJ through 

the operation of an annual training conference. 



Annual Grant DistributionAnnual Grant Distribution
Each year, BlueClaws Charities is proud to distribute grants to their deserving Community 

Partner organizations (page 6 of 6). 

Raising Hope for Others, Inc. - To offset costs of their August fundraiser. 

RJM Sportsgroup - To provide support for students in the Jackson school 

districts with scholarships. 

Salvation Army of Ocean County - To support our weekly soup kitchen, 

which serves 50-100 meals per week.

Seabrook Village - To support the Library at Seabrook Village. 



Annual Grant DistributionAnnual Grant Distribution
Each year, BlueClaws Charities is proud to distribute grants to their deserving Community 

Partner organizations (page 6 of 6). 

Society for the Prevention of Teen Suicide - To support our Ocean County 

Youth Wellness Summit. This summit is specifically designed to provide 

students, school administrators, and school staff with the necessary 

resources needed to encourage and support overall wellness, including 

the prevention of teen suicide and other upstream prevention measures.

Tom Giannattasio Jr. Memorial Fund - To provide scholarships for 

graduating high school seniors. 

United Way of Monmouth & Ocean Counties - To purchase warm clothing 

for lower-income children. 

USO of Pennsylvania and Southern New Jersey - To provide funding for 

2020 activities and events in support of the annual Month of the Military 

Child Celebrations throughout April. 



In-Park Donation

Process

BlueClaws Charities Community 

Partner organizations are given a 

further fundraising opportunity 

through the program.

At each Community Partner 

game, staff members in the Claws 

Cove and staff members at the 

BlueClaws Concession Stands ask 

fans at the completion of each 

purchase if they would like to 

donate additional money to that 

day’s official Community Partner 

of the Game.



Non-Profit Events

At FirstEnergy Park

The BlueClaws and BlueClaws

Charities typically host several 

events throughout the year for 

Community Partner organizations 

and other non-profits at 

FirstEnergy Park.

The BlueClaws can host a variety 

of events including field usage, 

walks, charity 5Ks, and other 

festivals using the 360-degree 

concourse, field, plaza, and 

extensive parking lot space 

throughout the year.



19TH ANNUAL

ALS CELEBRITY WAITER EVENT

Since 2001, BlueClaws Charities has 

hosted their annual ALS Celebrity 

Waiter Event to benefit the ALS 

Association of Greater 

Philadelphia, a BlueClaws Charities 

Community Partner. 

BlueClaws players and coaches 

serve as waiters and bartenders  at 

the event, which this year took 

place at Quaker Steak & Lube in 

Brick.

In its 19-year history, this event has 

raised over $120,000 for the ALS 

Association of Greater Philadelphia.



10TH ANNUAL

NINE & DINE GOLF OUTING

The BlueClaws host their annual 

Nine and Dine Charity Golf 

Outing each year to raise money 

for BlueClaws Charities.

The event, which takes place in 

the summer, includes nine holes 

of golf, dinner, and special 

auctions plus appearances by 

BlueClaws players and coaches 

throughout the course.

This year’s outing was held at 

Lakewood Country Club in 

Lakewood.



BlueClaws 

Charities

50/50 Raffle
The BlueClaws Charities 50/50 raffle serves as 

one of the major fundraising efforts for the 

charity each year. 

At all 70 BlueClaws home games, staffers walk 

the ballpark and sell tickets to the fans. The 

winning number is displayed on the video board 

and posted on BlueClaws.com each night after 

the 7th inning. 

On average, each pool averaged nearly $2,000 

with over $1,000 being returned the each nightly 

winner. All proceeds supported BlueClaws 

Charities and their Community Partners.



BlueClaws Charities

JERSEY AUCTIONS

Each year, BlueClaws Charities 

raises money through a series of 

jersey auctions at FirstEnergy 

Park. BlueClaws players wear the 

jerseys during the games and 

bidding takes place online. Fans 

can go home that day with a 

signed jersey, straight off the 

players’ backs!

Proceeds from the jersey auctions 

go directly to BlueClaws Charities 

and their Community Partner 

organizations.

A list of 2019 jersey auctions can be found on the next page. 



BlueClaws Charities

JERSEY AUCTIONS

In 2019, BlueClaws hosted eight 

special jersey auctions to raise money 

for Community Partner organizations.

Players Day (June 20th)

Grateful Dead Night (June 22nd)

Military Appreciation Night (July 11th)

Margaritaville Night (July 13th)

BruceClaws Night (July 27th)

Pork Roll, Egg & Cheese Night (August 8th)

Irish Heritage Night (August 10th)

Breast Cancer Awareness Night (August 15th)



17th annual

CHALLENGER CLINIC

For each of the last 17years, the 

BlueClaws have hosted a 

Challenger Clinic at FirstEnergy 

Park. The event includes 

instruction from BlueClaws 

players for developmentally-

disabled and mentally-disabled 

children across the Jersey Shore.

BlueClaws Charities partners with 

Toms River Challenger to bring 

out the children who participate 

in the two-hour clinic in June. 

Major League Baseball alumni 

also participate as instructors.



In-Kind Donations To

Outside Organizations/Events

BlueClaws Charities routinely 

makes contributions to outside 

events and organizations for their 

fundraising endeavors.

In 2019, the organization 

contributed ticket donations to 

934 organizations or fundraising 

events. Additionally, 67 

organizations received packages 

that included hats, shirts, 

bobbleheads, or other 

merchandise, or a BlueClaws

Luxury Suite outing.



Home Runs for HeroesHome Runs for Heroes
In conjunction with the OceanFirst Foundation 

(and OceanFirst Bank), the BlueClaws again 

partnered on Home Runs For Heroes. 

Through the program, each time the BlueClaws 

hit a home run at FirstEnergy Park, OceanFirst

Foundation donated at least $1,000 to a 

military-based non-profit organization(s). 

This year, a total of $38,000 (based on 23 

FirstEnergy Park BlueClaws home runs) was 

donated across 14 different organizations that 

support military personnel, veterans active, in 

Ocean & Monmouth Counties. 



Vets Night OutVets Night Out
The BlueClaws and OceanFirst Bank partnered 

on the Vets Night Out program, which enables 

military personnel to see BlueClaws games at 

FirstEnergy Park. 

Fans are able to purchase tickets through the 

program. These tickets are immediately donated 

to military personnel through accredited 

channels such as VetTix. 

The Vets Night Out program contributed over 

340 tickets to military personnel in 2019, its 

debut season with the BlueClaws. 



Breakfast With Buster

Holiday Food & Toy Drive

Each of the last 19 years, 

BlueClaws Charities has hosted 

the Breakfast With Buster 

Holiday Food & Toy Drive at 

FirstEnergy Park.

At this December event, fans 

come out to the ballpark to meet 

Santa Claus and Buster while 

donating non-perishable food and 

unwrapped toys to the Salvation 

Army of Ocean County, a 

BlueClaws Charities Community 

Partner.



Troop Supply &

School Supply Drives

In addition to the Holiday Food & 

Toy Drive that takes place during 

the off-season, the BlueClaws 

host other drives during the 

season at games.

Each June, the BlueClaws host a 

Troop Supply Drive in conjunction 

with the IBEW Local 400 Military 

Committee.

The BlueClaws partner with the 

Salvation Army of  Ocean County 

on a School Supply Drive in 

August.



Phillies Step-Up

Program

The BlueClaws are proud partners of 

the Phillies and through their Step-Up 

Program, BlueClaws players 

participated in over 261hours of 

community service throughout 2019.

This included both BlueClaws events at 

the ballpark and appearances around 

the community at other functions such 

as a free clinic put on by the Ocean 

County Parks Department featuring 

BlueClaws players.

Infielder Cole Stobbe (top right photo, 

right), led all BlueClaws with 16.5 

hours of community service in 2019.



BlueClaws Fundraising

Program & Opportunities

Almost 200 organizations 

combined to raise money for 

their organizations through 

purchasing and re-selling over 

35,000 BlueClaws tickets.

Typically, organizations re-sell 

BlueClaws tickets for an 

additional $4, meaning the 

BlueClaws facilitated about 

$140,000 in fundraising by area 

non-profit organizations and 

fundraising events during the 

2019 season.



Buster in the CommunityBuster in the Community
The BlueClaws are actively involved in the community in 

part with a significant amount of appearances by Buster, the 

team mascot, at events, Little Leagues, and schools, among 

others. 

Buster makes an average of 300 appearances in a given year 

outside the ballpark. Non-profit partners receive 

complimentary appearances as well.



Non-Profit & Other

Community Involvement

BlueClaws staff members maintain 

a presence in several non-profit 

organizations and Chamber of 

Commerce organizations around 

the area throughout the year.

In 2019, BlueClaws staff members 

served on event committees for 

nine different non-profit 

organizations and on the Board of 

Directors of seven different 

organizations.

Plus, staff served on the board of 

directors of  five Chambers of 

Commerce.




