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Objective: Students will be able to: 

• Identify the meaning of abbreviations related to player statistics on baseball 

cards.  

• Recognize statistics as whole numbers or decimals. 

• Order whole numbers and decimals.  

 

Time Required: 1 class period 

 

Materials Needed: 

- Baseball cards – enough for each student to have one 

- Calculators 

- Pencils and paper 

 

Vocabulary: 

Batting Average - A measure of a batter's performance, calculated as the number of hits 

divided by the number of times at bat 

Earned Run Average (ERA) - A measure of a pitcher's effectiveness; calculated as the 

average number of earned runs allowed by the pitcher for every nine innings pitched 

Lineup – A list of players taking part in a game 

Roster – A list of players on a sports team 

Statistics - A branch of mathematics dealing with the collection and analysis of 

numerical data  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 1 – Pre-Visit 

Looking at Baseball Statistics 

 



  5 

 Statistics: Batter Up! - Level 1 

 

Applicable Common Core State Standards: 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.4.NBT.A.2 Read and write multi-digit whole numbers using base-

ten numerals, number names, and expanded form. Compare two multi-digit numbers 

based on meanings of the digits in each place, using >, =, and < symbols to record the 

results of comparisons. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NBT.A.3 Read, write, and compare decimals to thousandths. 
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1. Begin by asking students to name some of their favorite sports.  

 

2. Choose an example from the sports named by students. Ask, “In this sport, how do 

you know which players are the best (or the best at their position)?” 

 

3. Discuss that in almost every sport, players are evaluated or judged using numbers 

and mathematics. Players compete for distance, speed, goals scored, etc. This is 

especially easy to see during sporting events like the Olympic Games where even the 

smallest differences in numbers could mean winning a medal or winning nothing.  

 

4. Ask students, “How are baseball players evaluated or judged? How do we keep track 

of a player’s success at the plate or on the mound?” 

 

5. Give each student one baseball card and have students examine the information on 

the back of each. Ask, “What sort of information is available on a baseball card?” 

Information examples include: player height, player weight, dominant hand, 

birthday, team, special accomplishments, and statistics.  

 

6. Point out that baseball has its own language. There are special codes for the 

different statistics listed on the back of the card. For example, BA = batting average, 

G = games played, AB = at bats, R = runs, H = hits, 2B = doubles, 3B = triples, HR = 

home runs, RBI = runs batted in, SB = stolen bases.  

 

7. Pitchers have special codes for their statistics as well. W = wins, L = losses, ERA = 

earned run average, etc.  

 

8. Ask students to identify which statistics are represented by whole numbers, and 

which are represented by decimals.  

 

9. Explain that all of these statistics, and others not listed on the cards, are used by 

team owners and managers when they are evaluating a player’s talent.  

 

Lesson 
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10. Have students look at their baseball cards again. Ask students, “Who thinks their 

player may have the most hits (H) out of all the players in this room?” Allow 

students to compare their players until the player with the most hits is determined.  

 

11. Continue in this manner allowing students to determine which player has the most 

home runs, stolen bases, games played, etc. Include pitchers as well by asking, 

“Which pitcher had the most wins?” “Which player had the most losses?”  

 

12. Finally, draw students’ attention to batting average (BA). Lesson 2 and Lesson 3 will 

explain this concept further, but you may briefly tell students that a batting average 

is a way to show how successful a batter is. The better the batting average, the more 

successful a player has been in getting hits. Have students compare their players 

until the player with the highest batting average is determined.  

 

13. Introduce the activity.  
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1. Explain that a standard major league baseball roster has 25 players, but only 9 of 

those players can start the game.  

 

2. Remind students that there are lots of ways to measure a baseball player’s talent, 

but explain that today they will be using batting average to determine the best 

batters. 

 

3. Have students work together to create the best batting lineup for a team based on 

their players’ batting averages (choose the top 8 players).  

 

4. Remind students that one player in the lineup must be a pitcher. Now have students 

work together to choose the best pitcher to start for their team.  

 

 

Conclusion: 

To complete this lesson and check for understanding, have students design and create 

baseball cards for themselves. The cards should list their position and include statistics, 

such as games, at bats, hits, doubles, triples, home runs, batting average and runs 

batted in. Use a digital camera and printer to incorporate photos of the students. 

 

 

 

Activity 
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Objective: Students will be able to: 

• Understand that fractions represent parts of a whole. 

• Set up fractions representing batting averages and other similar averages. 

 

Time Required: 1 class period 

 

Advance Preparation:  

- Set up 4 stations around the classroom as follows: 

o Station 1: Quarters or other small change 

o Station 2: A pair of dice 

o Station 3: A deck of playing cards 

o Station 4: Marbles of different colors in a opaque bag 

 

Materials Needed: 

- Baseball cards – enough for each student to have one 

- Prepare packets of “Station Worksheets 1-4”. Make enough packet copies for 

students to work in pairs or in small groups. 

- Scrap Paper 

- Graph Paper 

- Pencils 

 

Vocabulary: 

Batting Average - A measure of a batter's performance, calculated as the number of hits 

divided by the number of times at bat 

Fraction - A number that represents equal parts of a whole 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 2 – Pre-Visit 

Batting Average Part 1: Fractions 
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Applicable Common Core State Standards: 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.NBT.A.1 Use place value understanding to round whole numbers 

to the nearest 10 or 100. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.NF.A.1 Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 

part when a whole is partitioned into b equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the 

quantity formed by a parts of size 1/b. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.NF.A.3 Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and 

compare fractions by reasoning about their size. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.4.NBT.A.2 Read and write multi-digit whole numbers using base-

ten numerals, number names, and expanded form. Compare two multi-digit numbers 

based on meanings of the digits in each place, using >, =, and < symbols to record the 

results of comparisons. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.OA.A.2 Write simple expressions that record calculations with 

numbers, and interpret numerical expressions without evaluating them. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NF.B.3 Interpret a fraction as division of the numerator by the 

denominator (a/b = a ÷ b). Solve word problems involving division of whole numbers 

leading to answers in the form of fractions or mixed numbers, e.g., by using visual 

fraction models or equations to represent the problem. 
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1. To begin this lesson, explain that students will be looking more closely at one of the 

most common baseball statistics: batting average.  

 

2. Explain that batting averages start out as fractions. Ask students, “What do fractions 

show?” Make sure that students understand that a fraction indicates part of a 

whole.  

 

3. Write down the formula for batting average on the board: Hits (H)/At Bats (AB). 

 

4. Discuss that most batters are not successful every single time they go up to bat. Ask 

students for examples of reasons that a player might not be successful when up to 

bat. Possible answers include: strike out, fly out, etc. 

 

5. Explain that the fraction for batting average shows how many times the batter was 

successful in getting a hit, and how many times he went up to bat and tried to get a 

hit.   

 

6. Give each student one baseball card and have students locate the columns for Hits 

(H) and At Bats (AB).  

 

7. Ask students to share some examples of their players’ numbers of hits and at bats. 

For each example, set up the numbers as a fraction. For example, a student reports 

that Nick Swisher had 117 hits and 422 at bats. You would set up the fraction as 

117/422. 

 

8. Continue setting up players’ statistics in this manner until students grasp the 

concept that the fraction indicates number of successes compared to number of 

attempts. 

 

9. Introduce the activity. 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 
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1. To give students additional practice setting up fractions similar to batting average, 

have students work through the stations you set up in advance of this lesson. 

Student should work in pairs or in small groups for this activity.  

 

2. Provide pairs or groups with a prepared worksheet packet (included).  

 

3. Explain instructions for each station:  

• Station 1: Quarters  

The goal of this station is for students to see how often they can spin a 

quarter or other coin and have it turn up “heads.” 

Have one student spin and another student record the results of each spin.  

Station 1 Average = Number of “heads” results/Total number of spins 

 

• Station 2: Dice 

The goal of this station is for students to see how often they can roll the pair 

of dice and have the roll result in 2 even numbers.  

Have one student roll the dice and another student record the results of each 

roll.  

Station 2 Average = Number of rolls resulting in 2 even numbers/Number of 

total rolls. 

 

• Station 3: Playing Cards 

The goal of this station is for students to see how often they can randomly 

draw a red card.  

Students should mix up the deck of cards before beginning this activity.  

Have one student draw a card at random and another student record the 

results of each draw. 

Station 3 Average = Number of red cards drawn/Number of total draws. 

 

 

 

Activity 
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• Station 4: Marbles  

The goal of this station is for students to see how often they can randomly 

draw a blue marble. 

Have one student choose a marble from the bag without peeking. Have 

another student record the color of each chosen marble. 

Station 4 Average = Number of blue marbles/Number of marbles chosen. 

 

4. Assist students with stations as necessary.  

 

 

Conclusion:  

To complete this lesson and check for understanding, come together as a class and have 

students compare the results of the different stations. For each station, chart each 

group’s results on the board. Did each pair or group experience similar results at each 

station? Why or why not?  

To extend this lesson, have students create graphs showing the results of each station. 

 

*NOTE* Collect and save completed packets of “Station Worksheets 1-4” for use in 

Lesson 3.  
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Names: ______________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

Instructions:  

1) Choose a recorder for the group. 

2) Choose one person who will spin the quarter 10 times.  

3) The recorder should place a check in the box showing if each spin 

resulted in “heads” or “tails”.  
 

Spin # Heads Tails 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

7   

8   

9   

10   

 

4) Count the number of times the spin turned up “heads.” ____________ 

 

5) Set up a fraction showing the average number of spins that turned up 

“heads.”   

Number of “heads” results  =    

Total number of spins 

Station 1: Quarters 
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Instructions:  

1) Choose a recorder for the group. 

2) Choose one person who will roll the pair of dice 10 times.  

3) The recorder should place a check in the box if the roll resulted in 2 even 

numbers.  
 

Roll # 2 Even Numbers 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9  

10  

 

4) Count the number of times the roll came up as 2 even numbers. ______ 

 

5) Set up a fraction showing the average number of rolls that turned up 2 

even numbers:   

Number of rolls with 2 even numbers  =    

Total number of rolls 

 

 

Station 2: Dice 
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Instructions:  

1) Choose a recorder for the group. 

2) Choose one person who will mix up the cards, then choose 10 cards 

without looking.  

3) The recorder should place a check in the box showing if each card was a 

red card or a black card.  
 

Draw # Red Black 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

7   

8   

9   

10   

 

4) Count the number of times a red card was chosen. ______ 

 

5) Set up a fraction showing the average number of times that a red card 

was chosen:   

Number of red cards  =    

Total number of cards drawn 
 

 

Station 3: Cards 
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Instructions:  

1) Choose a recorder for the group. 

2) Choose one person who will choose 10 marbles from the bag without 

looking. 

3) The recorder should place a check in the box showing whether or not 

the marbles chosen were blue or another color.  
 

Choice # Blue Another Color 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

7   

8   

9   

10   

 

4) Count the number of times a blue marble was chosen. ______ 

 

5) Set up a fraction showing the average number of times that a blue 

marble was chosen:   

Number of blue marbles  =    

Total number of marbles chosen 

 

Station 4: Marbles 
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Objective: Students will be able to: 

• Review decimal place values. 

• Practice converting fractions to decimals. 

• Round decimal numbers. 

 

Time Required: 1 class period 

 

Materials Needed: 

- Baseball cards – enough for each student to have one 

- Completed packets of “Station Worksheets 1-4” from Lesson 2 

- Copies of the “Batting Average Practice” worksheet for each student 

- Calculators 

- Scrap Paper 

- Pencils 

 

Vocabulary: 

Batting Average - A measure of a batter's performance, calculated as the number of hits 

divided by the number of times at bat 

Fraction - A number that represents equal parts of a whole 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 3 – Pre-Visit 

Batting Average Part 2: Decimals 
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Applicable Common Core State Standards: 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.A.2 Interpret whole-number quotients of whole numbers, 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.A.3 Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word 

problems in situations involving equal groups, arrays, and measurement quantities, e.g., 

by using drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent 

the problem. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.A.4 Determine the unknown whole number in a multiplication 

or division equation relating three whole numbers. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.B.5 Apply properties of operations as strategies to multiply 

and divide. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.B.6 Understand division as an unknown-factor problem. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.C.7 Fluently multiply and divide within 100, using strategies 

such as the relationship between multiplication and division or properties of operations. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.NBT.A.1 Use place value understanding to round whole numbers 

to the nearest 10 or 100. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.NF.A.1 Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 

part when a whole is partitioned into b equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the 

quantity formed by a parts of size 1/b. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.NF.A.3 Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and 

compare fractions by reasoning about their size. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.4.OA.A.3 Solve multistep word problems posed with whole 

numbers and having whole-number answers using the four operations, including 

problems in which remainders must be interpreted. Represent these problems using 

equations with a letter standing for the unknown quantity. Assess the reasonableness of 

answers using mental computation and estimation strategies including rounding. 
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Applicable Common Core State Standards (Continued): 

 
CCSS.Math.Content.4.NBT.A.2 Read and write multi-digit whole numbers using base-

ten numerals, number names, and expanded form. Compare two multi-digit numbers 

based on meanings of the digits in each place, using >, =, and < symbols to record the 

results of comparisons. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.4.NBT.B.6 Find whole-number quotients and remainders with up to 

four-digit dividends and one-digit divisors, using strategies based on place value, the 

properties of operations, and/or the relationship between multiplication and division. 

Illustrate and explain the calculation by using equations, rectangular arrays, and/or area 

models. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.4.NF.C.6 Use decimal notation for fractions with denominators 10 

or 100. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.OA.A.2 Write simple expressions that record calculations with 

numbers, and interpret numerical expressions without evaluating them. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NBT.A.3 Read, write, and compare decimals to thousandths. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NBT.A.4 Use place value understanding to round decimals to any 

place. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NBT.B6 Find whole-number quotients of whole numbers with up 

to four-digit dividends and two-digit divisors, using strategies based on place value, the 

properties of operations, and/or the relationship between multiplication and division. 

Illustrate and explain the calculation by using equations, rectangular arrays, and/or area 

models. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NF.B.3 Interpret a fraction as division of the numerator by the 

denominator (a/b = a ÷ b). Solve word problems involving division of whole numbers 

leading to answers in the form of fractions or mixed numbers, e.g., by using visual 

fraction models or equations to represent the problem. 
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1. To begin this lesson, give each student one baseball card and have students look for 

the Batting Average (BA) column. 

 

2. Ask students to give you a few examples of their players’ batting averages.  

 

3. Demonstrate how a player’s batting average is determined. The fraction introduced 

in Lesson 2, Hits/At Bats, is a division problem. A player’s number of hits is divided 

by the player’s number of at bats.  

 

4. Have students give you some examples of their players’ numbers of hits and 

numbers of at bats. For each player, set up the H and AB information as a fraction, 

then work through the division problem. Have students follow along and do each 

problem on their calculators.  

 

5. Explain that batting averages are always expressed rounded to the nearest 

thousandth. Review decimal places and how to round decimal numbers.   

 

6. Provide students with the following players’ statistics and have students determine 

each player’s batting average. This time, decimals should be rounded to the 

thousandths place. 

• Miguel Cabrera: 197 Hits/ 572 At Bats (.344 Avg) 

• Adrian Gonzalez: 213 Hits/630 At Bats (.338 Avg) 

• Victor Martinez: 178 Hits/540 At Bats (.330 Avg) 

• Alex Gordon: 185 Hits/611 At Bats (.303 Avg) 

 

7. Depending on how quickly students catch on to these concepts, you may choose to 

stop and focus on certain concepts longer than others.  

 

8. Provide students with “Batting Average Practice” worksheets (included) OR you 

may assign this worksheet for homework. Have students determine each player’s 

batting average.  

 

Lesson 
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1. Have students get together in the same pairs or groups from Lesson 2.  

 

2. Pass out each group’s completed “Station 1-4” packet. 

 

3. Explain that students are to work through the results of each station and convert 

each fraction to a decimal, rounded to the nearest thousandth. 

 

 

Conclusion:  

To complete this lesson and check for understanding, come together as a class and have 

students compare the average results of the different stations. For each station, chart 

each group’s average results on the board. Have students identify the highest and 

lowest averages for each station.   

 

*Optional* You may have students add their activity averages to the baseball cards 

they created in Lesson 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 
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Name: ____________________   Date: __________________ 

 

For each player, you have been given the number of Hits and the number of At 

Bats. First, set up the player’s batting average as a fraction, then convert it into a 

decimal. The first one has been done for you as an example.  

 

Player Hits At Bats Fraction Batting 

Average 

Jacoby Ellsbury 212 660 212 

660 

.321 

David Ortiz 162 525   

Dustin Pedroia 195 635   

Robinson Cano 188 623   

Adam Lind 125 499   

Evan Longoria 118 483   

Mark Reynolds 118 534   

Derek Jeter 162 546   

Ichiro Suzuki 184 677   

JJ Hardy 142 527   

Ian Kinsler 158 620   

 

Batting Average Practice 
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Player Hits At Bats Fraction Batting 

Average 

Jacoby Ellsbury 212 660 212/660 .321 

David Ortiz 162 525 162/525 .309 

Dustin Pedroia 195 635 195/635 .307 

Robinson Cano 188 623 188/623 .302 

Adam Lind 125 499 125/499 .251 

Evan Longoria 118 483 118/483 .244 

Mark Reynolds 118 534 118/534 .221 

Derek Jeter 162 546 162/546 .297 

Ichiro Suzuki 184 677 184/677 .272 

JJ Hardy 142 527 142/527 .269 

Ian Kinsler 158 620 158/620 .255 

 

 

 

Batting Average Practice 

Answer Key 





Special Thanks to Thomas E. Campbell, 6-12 Math Teacher & Dean of Faculty at 
Waynflete School in Portland, ME – and – Daniel T. Crocker Math Teacher at Hall-
Dale Middle School in Farmingdale, ME for their contributions to this lesson.  
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Applicable Common Core State Standards: 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.A.2 Interpret whole-number quotients of whole numbers, 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.A.3 Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word 

problems in situations involving equal groups, arrays, and measurement quantities, e.g., 

by using drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent 

the problem. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.A.4 Determine the unknown whole number in a multiplication 

or division equation relating three whole numbers. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.B.5 Apply properties of operations as strategies to multiply 

and divide. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.B.6 Understand division as an unknown-factor problem. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.OA.C.7 Fluently multiply and divide within 100, using strategies 

such as the relationship between multiplication and division or properties of operations. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.NBT.A.1 Use place value understanding to round whole numbers 

to the nearest 10 or 100. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.NF.A.1 Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 

part when a whole is partitioned into b equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the 

quantity formed by a parts of size 1/b. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.3.NF.A.3 Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and 

compare fractions by reasoning about their size. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.4.OA.A.3 Solve multistep word problems posed with whole 

numbers and having whole-number answers using the four operations, including 

problems in which remainders must be interpreted. Represent these problems using 

equations with a letter standing for the unknown quantity. Assess the reasonableness of 

answers using mental computation and estimation strategies including rounding. 

 

 

 



Special Thanks to Thomas E. Campbell, 6-12 Math Teacher & Dean of Faculty at 
Waynflete School in Portland, ME – and – Daniel T. Crocker Math Teacher at Hall-
Dale Middle School in Farmingdale, ME for their contributions to this lesson.  
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Applicable Common Core State Standards (Continued): 

 
CCSS.Math.Content.4.NBT.A.2 Read and write multi-digit whole numbers using base-

ten numerals, number names, and expanded form. Compare two multi-digit numbers 

based on meanings of the digits in each place, using >, =, and < symbols to record the 

results of comparisons. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.4.NBT.B.6 Find whole-number quotients and remainders with up to 

four-digit dividends and one-digit divisors, using strategies based on place value, the 

properties of operations, and/or the relationship between multiplication and division. 

Illustrate and explain the calculation by using equations, rectangular arrays, and/or area 

models. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.4.NF.C.6 Use decimal notation for fractions with denominators 10 

or 100. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.OA.A.2 Write simple expressions that record calculations with 

numbers, and interpret numerical expressions without evaluating them. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NBT.A.3 Read, write, and compare decimals to thousandths. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NBT.A.4 Use place value understanding to round decimals to any 

place. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NBT.B6 Find whole-number quotients of whole numbers with up 

to four-digit dividends and two-digit divisors, using strategies based on place value, the 

properties of operations, and/or the relationship between multiplication and division. 

Illustrate and explain the calculation by using equations, rectangular arrays, and/or area 

models. 

 

CCSS.Math.Content.5.NF.B.3 Interpret a fraction as division of the numerator by the 

denominator (a/b = a ÷ b). Solve word problems involving division of whole numbers 

leading to answers in the form of fractions or mixed numbers, e.g., by using visual 

fraction models or equations to represent the problem. 

 

 

 



Special Thanks to Thomas E. Campbell, 6-12 Math Teacher & Dean of Faculty at 
Waynflete School in Portland, ME – and – Daniel T. Crocker Math Teacher at Hall-
Dale Middle School in Farmingdale, ME for their contributions to this lesson.  
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1. To begin this lesson, review the formula for batting average and review that a 

player’s batting average indicates his or her success at a hitter. Also discuss that the 

most successful major league batters in history have completed a whole season with 

a batting average around .400.  

 

2. Ask students to brainstorm ways that averages might relate to other baseball skills. 

Ask, “What are some activities that baseball players are expected to perform on the 

field at which they might not be successful every time.” Possible answers include: 

pitching a winning game, pitching many strikes, successfully stealing a base, etc. 

 

3. Discuss that there could be (and there are) many different types of statistics for all 

sorts of activities that take place on the field. Students will now take a closer look at 

players’ home run averages. 

 

4. Break students into small groups and give each the home run statistics attached at 

the end of this lesson. The statistics represent number of home runs hit by power 

hitters Babe Ruth, Henry “Hank” Aaron, Mike Schmidt, Ken Griffey, Jr., and Albert 

Pujols during their careers (or career-to-date).  

 

5. Have students calculate how the average number of home runs hit each year by 

each player during his career (or career-to-date). You may need to review that this 

average can be found by adding up the total number of home runs and dividing that 

number by the number of years played.  

 

6. Ask students to discuss the following: “If Albert Pujols plays 10 more seasons, can 

you use his current HR totals and average to predict how many home runs he will hit 

in his career?” 

 

 

 

Lesson & Activity 



Special Thanks to Thomas E. Campbell, 6-12 Math Teacher & Dean of Faculty at 
Waynflete School in Portland, ME – and – Daniel T. Crocker Math Teacher at Hall-
Dale Middle School in Farmingdale, ME for their contributions to this lesson.  
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7. Now have students look at the careers of the other players listed. Ask, “Did they 

consistently meet their average number of HR’s in the last few years of their 

careers? How do your observations of what happened to their numbers as they 

neared the end of their careers alter your predictions for Pujols?” Have students 

share their observations and predictions with the larger group.   

 

Conclusion:  

To complete this lesson and check for understanding, have students pretend to be 

newspaper sportswriters and create articles about a recent baseball game, either real or 

fictional. Have students use vocabulary terms from this unit that describe the game's 

action and its statistical highlights. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Special Thanks to Thomas E. Campbell, 6-12 Math Teacher & Dean of Faculty at 
Waynflete School in Portland, ME – and – Daniel T. Crocker Math Teacher at Hall-
Dale Middle School in Farmingdale, ME for their contributions to this lesson.  
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Babe 

Ruth 

 Hank 

Aaron 

 Mike 

Schmidt 

 Ken 

Griffey, 

JR. 

 Albert 

Pujols 

 

Year HR Year HR Year HR Year  HR Year HR 

1914 0 1954 13 1972 1 1989 16 2001 37 

1915 4 1955 27 1973 18 1990 22 2002 34 

1916 3 1956 26 1974 36 1991 22 2003 43 

1917 2 1957 44 1975 38 1992 27 2004 46 

1918 11 1958 30 1976 38 1993 45 2005 41 

1919 29 1959 39 1977 38 1994 40 2006 49 

1920 54 1960 40 1978 21 1995 17 2007 32 

1921 59 1961 34 1979 45 1996 49 2008 37 

1922 35 1962 45 1980 48 1997 56 2009 47 

1923 41 1963 44 1981 31 1998 56 2010 42 

1924 46 1964 24 1982 35 1999 48 2011 37 

1925 25 1965 32 1983 40 2000 40   

1926 47 1966 44 1984 36 2001 22   

1927 60 1967 39 1985 33 2002 8   

1928 54 1968 29 1986 37 2003 13   

1929 46 1969 44 1987 35 2004 20   

1930 49 1970 38 1988 12 2005 35   

1931 46 1971 47 1989 6 2006 27   

1932 41 1972 34   2007 30   

1933 34 1973 40   2008 18   

1934 22 1974 20   2009 19   

1935 6 1975 12   2010 2   

  1976 10       

 

Home Run Statistics 


