
With the world watching, President
Donald Trump and Russian President
Vladimir Putin held their first in-person
conversation Friday on the sidelines of
the Group of 20 summit in Hamburg,
Germany. During the 2 hour and 16 min-
ute conversation Trump reportedly con-
fronted Putin on Moscow’s meddling in
the 2016 U.S. presidential campaign.
NEWS, 3

MORE ON G20 

VIOLENT PROTESTS
ERUPT OVER SUMMIT

NEWS, 3

CEASEFIRE DEAL
REACHED IN SYRIA

NEWS, 3

TRUMP AND PUTIN
MEET FACE-TO-FACE

Ozone is one of the most widespread and dangerous air pollutants. Scientists say it can 
travel long distances on high altitude winds.

Source: The Visual Guide to Understanding Climate and the Environment, American Lung Association

Pollution can 
stay close to 
source

Good ozone,
bad ozone

Ozone pollution can travel far
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HOW OZONE FORMS 

HOW POLLUTION SPREADS

O
2 NO N O O3

Oxygen in the
atmosphere

Nitric oxide, a by-product
of combustion

Sunlight, heat break
up nitric oxide

Ozone formed by
three oxygen atoms

Wind carries pollution;
comes down with precipitation

Reaches atmosphere; comes down far away from source

Pollution contributes to ozone layer reduction 

STRATOSPHERE

MESOSPHERE

TROPOSPHERE

GOOD: Higher in the atmosphere 
ozone protects the Earth from 
ultraviolet radiation.

BAD: When ozone is created by 
pollution it is trapped and can 

damage lung tissue.
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Wood smoke, dust and carbon
monoxide aren’t the only pol-
lutants causing problems in Spo-
kane. 

Ozone levels rise during the
hot days of summer, at times
reaching unhealthy levels.

Officials at the Spokane Re-

gional Clean Air Agency said the
problem of ozone is largely re-
lated to gasoline-powered ve-
hicles and tools.

On Wednesday, the ozone
measuring station at Green Bluff
reported that ozone had gone in-
to a level considered unhealthy
for people with lung and heart
conditions.

That was among the highest

readings so far this season.
The Green Bluff sensors

placed the ozone level at 103 on
the air quality index. That trans-
lated into ozone pollution of
0.074 parts per million in the air.

At that concentration, ozone
will irritate the lungs and airways
and potentially cause dam-

Gas-powered
vehicles,

tools and hot
days create
health issue

OZONE:
POLLUTION

THAT STARTS
WITH AN ‘O’

By Mike Prager
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

See OZONE, 8

The unlabeled
tank caused
severe lung

injuries

A former Pacific Steel and Re-
cycling employee injured in a
chlorine gas leak in 2015 has filed
a lawsuit against the company
and driver suspected of deliver-
ing an unlabeled drum contain-
ing the poisonous gas to the recy-
cling facility.

Felix W. Shuck suffered severe
respiratory injuries from in-
haling chlorine gas. His lung ca-
pacity was permanently reduced
50 percent, said his attorney, Ja-
nelle Carney. Shuck was also di-
agnosed with restrictive lung dis-
ease and had to leave his job at
Pacific Steel as a result, she said.

Shuck was one of eight work-
ers hospitalized from chlorine
exposure after an unlabeled one-
ton cylinder containing the gas
was crushed the morning of Aug.
12, 2015. One of those employees,
Edward Dumaw, died from his in-

By Rachel Alexander
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Worker 
in chlorine
accident

sues

See CHLORINE, 8
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Indians’ redband a rallying point for community,
editor Rob Curley writes. NORTHWEST, 1

WHEN A MASCOT IS
MORE THAN A MASCOT

$1
6 98961 23456 7

Weather � XX � XX Classifieds ...Northwest X Comics ...Health X Bridge...Northwest X Movies ....Health X Obituaries....Northwest X Opinion ....Northwest X

STILL GOT IT AFTER
ALL THESE YEARS
Kirk Triplett is enjoying life 

on the PGA’s Champions Tour;
Need evidence? How about a
second-place finish at the U.S.

Senior Open? SPORTS, 1

THURMAN CHARGED 
IN WIFE’S DEATH

Former Lincoln County reserve
deputy claimed gun went off

accidentally while he was
cleaning it, hitting his wife 

in the chest. NORTHWEST, 1

Prices good through 7/14/17

“Your Spokane
& Cheney ACE

Hardware Stores”

SALE
$119
Perfect Aire® 5000
BTU Window Air Conditioner
(4PMC5000)
4360475

ACE is the Place to
Keep You Cool

SALE
$2499
12 inch
Floor high Velocity Fan.
6302723

Inslee vetoes lower tax rate

OLYMPIA – Manufacturers in
Washington shouldn’t start mak-
ing plans to spend the money
they will save on lower business
taxes the Legislature approved
last week in the late-night scram-
ble to pass a budget.

Gov. Jay Inslee took that tax
break out of a package of incen-
tives Friday through a line-item
veto, contending it was unfair to
other taxpayers and lacked ac-
countability.

After several days of celebrat-
ing a bipartisan effort to pass a
$43.7 billion operating budget, a
major revision in school policy

and the many bills tied to those
two accomplishments, Inslee set
up a possible showdown with
Senate Republicans who said the
tax break would help bring
manufacturing jobs back to the
state.

Senate Ways and Means Com-

By Jim Camden
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Action may threaten budget deal, spur override, GOP senator says

See VETO, 8
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Reporter Hannah Hinsdale
wrote, “Spokane yesterday
touched the hem of history, a
fleeting contact that sent a thrill
through every nerve.”

The occasion was the visit of the
Royal Belgian Commission, which
passed through Spokane on the
way to the coast.

The youngest man in the group,
a lieutenant, told Hinsdale that
“only one-twentieth of Belgium is
in Belgian hands now.”

“There are men in our platoon
who have not heard one word
from their wives and families since
the beginning of the war,” he said.

When Hinsdale asked him if he

sought revenge, he said, “No,
madame, you should never give
evil for evil. We do not want the
women and children of Germany
to suffer as our people have
suffered.”

As for life in the trenches, “news
is hard to get, but sometimes when
we have it, we give it even to the
Germans.”

“The time you entered the war,
we wrote the news on a big piece
of paper and held it up by two
rifles and on it we said, ‘The
United States has entered the war;
it is a sad day for you.’ ”

Hinsdale described the attire of
the visiting Belgians and noted,

“Many wore decorations and all
wore wrist watches. That seemed
probably the most striking thing
about their attire, but no man
seeing them would ever again
think wrist watches effeminate.”

Also on this date
From Associated Press
1947: A New Mexico

newspaper, the Roswell Daily
Record, quoted officials at Roswell
Army Air Field as saying they had
recovered a “flying saucer” that
crashed onto a ranch; officials then
said it was actually a weather
balloon. (To this day, there are
those who believe what fell to
Earth was an alien spaceship
carrying extraterrestrial beings.)

JIM KERSHNER’S 100 YEARS AGO TODAY

Deals on wheels, fenders and more

Cash and carry: Brian Bentley, of Mead, packs his newly-acquired 1971 Chevy pickup front quarter
panel away from the 47th annual Spokane Swap Meet, sponsored by the Early Ford V8 Club of the

Inland Empire, Friday at the Spokane County Fair & Expo Center. Bentley said he could not pass up the
deal, only $20. The swap meet, featuring antique and street rod cars, auto parts, tractors and old toys,

continues through Sunday.

DAN PELLE /THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Spokane County Library District
Executive Director Nancy Ledeboer will
retire this September.

“It’s so refreshing to be in a community
that supports libraries,” Ledeboer said,
recalling her first impression of Spokane. 

In 1992, she began working at the Spo-
kane City Library as youth services coor-
dinator and later as assistant director of
the library system.

She moved to the King County Library
System on the West Side in 1998 as an as-
sociate director. She then spent six years
overseeing the 24 branches of the Las Ve-

gas-Clark County Library District, first as
the head of public services and eventually
as the deputy director. She next moved to
Tucson, Arizona, to be executive director
of the Pima County Public Library.

“I became a librarian knowing that li-
braries can change a life by opening up

doors and opening up minds,” she said.
“But it was really working in Tucson that I
came to see how libraries can actually
transform communities.”

After an absence of roughly 13 years, she

Library director
announces
retirement

JESSE TINSLEY/THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Nancy Ledeboer is seen in the Argonne Library branch in 2012. Ledeboer, the
executive director of the Spokane County Library District, will retire in September. 

Ledeboer focused on 
‘innovation,’ ‘community’

By Caroline Hammett
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

See LEDEBOER, 6

Former Lincoln County reserve
Deputy Dwayne Thurman has
been charged with first-degree
manslaughter for the shooting
death of his wife Brenda last year.

The couple, both military vet-
erans, had gone to a shooting
range the day before. Thurman

told investigators that he was
cleaning his wife’s gun when it
went off accidentally. He also said
the gun had been malfunctioning,
and he thought it was unloaded. 

Thurman’s attorney, Carl Ores-
kovich, said he doesn’t believe
Thurman should be charged with
anything.

“This is simply a case of a tragic
accident that occurred and could

occur to anybody,” he said. “It’s
not a criminal case and shouldn’t
be a criminal case.”

The charge was filed June 29,
and Thurman received a sum-
mons this week ordering him to
appear in court, Oreskovich said.
He is scheduled to appear Wed-
nesday, when his bond and release
conditions will be set.

New court documents filed in
the case include some new details,
including the fact that Brenda
Thurman’s daughter, Gabrielle
Corriette, approached a deputy at

the emergency room and said,
“Arrest him, he did this,” with re-
gard to Dwayne Thurman. 

Dwayne Thurman told the
same deputy, “It’s my fault, I’m an
idiot,” according to court docu-
ments. 

Though Dwayne Thurman re-
ported that his wife’s gun had
been malfunctioning, the forensic
expert who examined the gun said
he found it to “function reliably”
and it “did not have any malfunc-

Former reserve deputy charged 
with manslaughter in wife’s death

Daughter allegedly sought father’s arrest
in emergency room, court documents say

By Nina Culver
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

See SHOOTING, 2I love minor league sports.
The romanticism – literally and

figuratively – of the ’80s classic
baseball movie Bull Durham hit
me at an impressionable age. 

As a young sports reporter for a
tiny daily newspaper in the Mid-
west back in the ’90s, covering
Major League Baseball in Kansas
City meant writing more than my
fair share of stories about the
Royals’ farm teams in Wichita and
Omaha. It was at those incredibly
hot and humid Wichita Wran-
glers games that I first fell in love
with the action between half in-
nings at minor league baseball
games. 

Even if the team stank – and
that era’s Royals pretty much
stank at all levels, as we can attest
even here in Spokane, which was
Kansas City’s short-season affili-
ate between 1995 and 2002 – at
least the goofy promotions kept
things interesting and entertain-
ing when the game lacked both of
those qualities.

So, when I watched my first
Spokane Indians game last sum-
mer from the comfy confines of
Avista Stadium, I felt right at
home when fans went on the field
to throw rubber chickens over
their shoulders to friends holding
big fishing nets. Or when people
raced on oversized, bouncy ham-
burgers.

These things aren’t just ac-
cepted, but encouraged. Es-
pecially during a game when the
umps are committing more errors
than the players are – and the
players have four through the first
five innings.

But something also felt a little
different to me at that first Indians
game.

It wasn’t until the person sit-
ting next to me at the ballgame –
the incredibly talented and super
knowledgeable Spokesman-Re-

Salish
theme

in league
of its own

See CURLEY, 6

ROB
CURLEY

Kaboom! The
sound echoed across
the water and
through our tent at
11:23 p.m. last Satur-
day. Camping on In-
dependence Day
weekend can mean
enduring a thought-
less stranger’s ill-
timed fireworks.

But the setting
wasn’t an isolated campground next to a
pristine lake. We were in Central Park in
Issaquah (population 37,322), next to the
stormwater pond. Over 200 goats were
bedded down nearby, protected by electric
netting running at 7,000 volts. The fence
deters most predators and usually keeps
the goats in place. The possibility of a stam-
pede brought us instantly alert. 

Neighbors
silver lining in
goat roundup

Staff columnist

See MADSEN, 6

SUE LANI
MADSEN
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Mon - Fri  9:30 am - 6 pm   
Sat 10 am - 5pm  • Sunday Noon - 4pm

N.  8313 Div is ion St .  
Spokane • 467-6707

www.ennisfurniture.com

Designed by you
made by us...

right here in America!
CHOOSE THE ARM STYLE

CHOOSE THE LEG STYLE

CHOOSE THE SOFA STYLE THAT FITS YOU BEST

CHOOSE FROM HUNDREDS OF FABRIC CHOICES
Hand made in America is really the backbone of Ennis Fine Furniture.
Like our custom sofas that are designed by you and built by Drexel,
Thomasville, Stickley, Sherrill, Bradington Young and Hancock & Morre
- right here in the United States. Add the fact we offer literally hundreds
and hundreds of fabric choices makes us confident your custom sofa
isn’t going to look like your neighbors. And, right now all custom orders
are on sale and we’re also offering instant rebates. For a limited time,
you can get the best and save the most at Ennis.

ALL CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY made in 
the United States is on Sale and 

comes with Instant Rebates!

DREXEL HERITAGE
THOMASVILLE

STICKLEY
SHERRILL

BRADINGTON YOUNG
HANCOCK & MOORE

Be sure to ask about our 
power reclining options!

ALL IN-STOCK PATIO 

IS ON SALE PLUS,

INSTANT REBATES!

view photographer Dan Pelle
– explained the team’s unin-
telligible jersey to me that I
first started to see the differ-
ence.

Sp’q’n’i.
A jersey written in the Na-

tive American language orig-
inally spoken in the area?
That’s not only unique, but
shows a social consciousness
that you just don’t see at other
ballparks. 

And people here are proud
of it.

When I walk around town,
I’m more likely to see a T-
shirt or ballcap with
“Sp’q’n’i” on the front than I
am “Mariners.” That simply
doesn’t happen in other com-
munities.

Oh sure, the Spokane In-
dians have all the things
you’d expect at minor league
baseball games. Dollar hot
dogs. More Macarena than
anyone really wants or needs.
A recycling superhero with
the best dance moves this
side of downtown Spokane’s
Bro-muda Triangle. 

There’s also that fire-jug-
gling guy on a unicycle –
which, by the way, never dis-
appoints. And fireworks.
Lots and lots of fireworks.

Promotions like this are
the lifeblood of minor league
sports.

The Stockton Ports have
Asparagus Night, complete
with uniforms that are co-
vered with the vegetable. The
Hudson Valley Renegades
held a “Toilet Seat Cushion
Night” in 2007 where the
first 3,000 fans in the ball-
park were given toilet seats.

The Erie SeaWolves are
holding an “Alternative
Facts” Night in August. The
team will give the first 1,000
fans replica championship
rings from the team’s 2016
Eastern League champion-
ship ... except the team has
never won a league cham-
pionship.

The SeaWolves’ stadium
holds 6,000 people, but the
team is expecting “1.2 million
fans” to attend that night’s
game.

None of these promotions
measure up to the crazy crea-
tivity I saw as an editor in Las
Vegas for four or five years. 

The Las Vegas Wranglers
hockey team were the perfect

minor league team for a place
nicknamed Sin City. For
more than a decade – and
sadly ending in 2014 – what
happened in Vegas rarely
stayed in Vegas because this
team’s off-the-wall pro-
motions were always ending
up in the national media.

The team once had uni-
forms that looked like a
naked body so they could
play “topless.” Some games
started at midnight so that
those who worked in the ca-
sinos when most of the
team’s games were played
could watch their hometown
team play. 

The Wranglers had R-rat-
ed nights that aren’t that easy
to explain in a family news-
paper. In 2006, after the Dick
Cheney hunting incident, the
team had a “hunting vest
giveaway night.” They once
wore prison uniforms for
“Rod Blagojevich Prison Uni-
form Night.”

For years, my personal lit-
mus test for minor league
awesomeness was the Wran-
glers’ brand of madness.

Not anymore. 
Spokane’s baseball team

now holds that honor, but for
completely different reasons.

There’s a huge difference
between dreaming up a pro-
motion that makes ESPN’s
Sportscenter and dreaming
up one that makes it into
baseball’s hall of fame in Coo-
perstown.

That’s exactly what hap-
pened with the Spokane In-
dians’ historic Salish jerseys.

And that’s what tonight’s
promotion at the Indians’
game feels like to me, as well.

Our area’s native redband

trout is in trouble. It’s not
considered endangered,
though some conservation
groups say it should be. Eith-
er way, its numbers are way
down.

What the fish needs is a
good, strong rally. 

If you’ve been paying
much attention to the In-
dians this season, you know
they could stand for a solid
rally, as well.

So bring on the Redband
Rally.

Tonight, the Indians will
debut their new redband
trout uniforms. They’re both
colorful and cool, with the
fish’s distinctive black and
red speckles down the sides.
The team’s matching ball-
caps have a jumping redband
trout on the front and are eas-
ily one of the most distinctive
and locally relevant hats in all
of baseball.

When you buy one of the
official game hats, or one of
the replicas, $5 goes to con-
servation funds aimed at
helping the fish. Mark my
word, the limited inventory
of the hats will sell out quick-
ly.

The team even knows that.
The game doesn’t start until
6:30, but the hats go on sale at
10 a.m.

Throughout the rest of this
summer’s games, kids in at-
tendance will receive cool
Redband Rally headbands
that are also loaded with in-
teresting facts about the fish
and what we can do to help
save it.

But the biggest thing hap-
pening at tonight’s game is
the reveal of the team’s new
mascot, who will join Otto,

Doris and the Avista crowd-
favorite, Recycle Man.

The team has kept un-
characteristically quiet on
what it looks like. Though
from the silhouette issued by
the team, it’s clear it’s a fish
with legs, which should make
Darwinists happy.

The idea that the rally
trout might have legs – as in
the ability to survive the test
of time – isn’t that goofy. Ma-
jor League Baseball’s Los An-
geles Angels of Anaheim/Or-
ange County/California/
Whatever They’re Called
This Week have the Rally
Monkey – an ode to the
team’s 2002 World Series
team.

You wouldn’t believe how
many of these little monkeys
get sold at the Angels’ sou-
venir stands. Only no money
goes to monkey conser-
vation.

None of us has any idea
whether in 10 years we’ll be
scratching our heads over the
idea behind a baseball team
using a fish in this manner or
trying to remember the time
before the rally trout, which
would then be referred to as
TBRT on second reference.

Either way, I’m taking my
family to tonight’s ballgame.

This is exactly the sort of
thing our entire community
should get behind. Even if
you don’t like baseball. Or if
you like baseball, but can’t be-
lieve the Indians already are
in last place. By kind of a lot.

This is what happens
when a team balances having
fun with having both a soul
and conscience. 

It also gives me a reason to
buy a new ballcap. Or two.

The Spokane Indians will unveil a new mascot to help rally fans at the bottom of the sixth 
inning — the redband trout.

Indians mascot lineup

REDBAND TROUTOTTO RECYCLEMANDORIS TALLEST PLAYER

Actual
redband trout

Tai Tiedemann

Continued from 1
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My husband manages the
herd to remove vegetation
on steep slopes and riparian
areas in lieu of equipment or
herbicides. I joined him ov-
er the four day weekend in
case of trouble on Indepen-
dence Day. We weren’t ex-
pecting fireworks on the
first night.

Craig unzipped the tent
and crouched at the en-
trance, scanning the goat
pen uphill for trouble. I
looked across the pond to-
ward the soccer fields in
time to see one last high ae-
rial burst. Craig pulled on
jeans and boots while keep-
ing his eye on the nervous
goats, then took off to walk
the fence.

The 911 dispatcher was
handling multiple calls from
the neighborhood, includ-
ing mine. Silence returned.
The goats milled about at
the far end of the pen with
Craig, calmed by his pres-
ence.

Midnight, and Kaboom!
Kaboom! I stuffed my feet
into shoes and headed in the
direction of the continuing
sound while calling 911
again. Kaboom! The second
round of missiles faded
away by the time I reached
the baseball field. No sign of
the nincompoops who lit
the fuse.

This time, the 911 dis-
patcher stayed on the line
long enough to hear how
fireworks endangered the
herd, and why the goat lady
stalking the park in her paja-
mas was not amused. There
wasn’t much the officer
could do when he arrived
other than express sym-
pathy. 

Craig successfully
calmed them after the first
attack, but 25 kabooms from
an aerial missile package
called “Pink Champagne on
Ice” might as well have been
called “Pink Blossoms of
Terror.” The second bar-
rage sent the goats again
panicking toward the fence.
This time they knocked it
over and kept going.

God bless Simon, a neigh-
bor from one of the houses
on the park. He caught on to
gentle pressure herding
quickly, with no prior ex-
perience with animals. We

thanked Simon profusely
for helping with the roun-
dup. Craig found the last
handful in a backyard next
to the forest, and we secured
them in the pen too.

Next morning, we real-
ized Gigi, our livestock
guardian dog, had not come
back with the goats. She’s
their protection against
fence-jumping cougars. Her
instinct to chase predators
could have led her any-
where. Social media re-
cruited hundreds of helpful
eyes to search the com-
munity, but we had few
sightings. Neighbors Julie
and Winnie found her 22
hours later and three miles
away, totally lost and run-
ning down Lake Sammam-
ish Parkway.

We took steps to avoid a
repeat performance. Craig
gave the goats a larger pen to
run and Gigi a safe space to
hide in her kennel. We ar-
ranged to close the park
gates at dusk, and Issaquah
police added extra patrols of
the parking lots. We had one
full night’s sleep before the
nincompoops were back.
Fireworks from the soccer
field and then the baseball
field again, this time at 3:20
a.m. The larger pen gave the
goats space to dissipate
their flight response. Craig
calmed the goats while I
called in another police re-
port.

Then came the Fourth of
July. Craig was in place to
talk soothingly to the herd, I
was ready to scold teenagers
in the parking lot. The pro-
fessional fireworks shows
ended. A golf cart avoided
the park gates and sped past
me. They set off an aerial
burst at the end of the soccer
field, and I realized I’d been
unfairly profiling teenagers.
Issaquah police responded,
but the two golf cart guys
got away. 

Another resident dis-
turbed by the explosion
joined me in the parking lot.
“I’ve got this. Get some
sleep,” Justin said. Good
neighbors outnumbered
nincompoops in Issaquah.
And now I can’t get Mr.
Rogers out of my head.
Won’t you be my neighbor?

Columnist Sue Lani Madsen
can be reached at ruling-
pen@gmail.com or on Twit-
ter @SueLaniMadsen.
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returned to Spokane in
2012 as the executive di-
rector of the Spokane
County Library District.

When she asked her
new library staff to tell her
what they were proud of,
she said, she received
answers like “customer
service” and “being good
fiscal stewards.”

While she said these are
important qualities, she
found the library lacking
an emphasis on “inno-
vation” and “community.”

Throughout her time as
director those two words
became her top priorities.

In Tucson, she said,
“The library became a
transformational experi-
ence for the community.”
She wanted the same for
Spokane County.

Under Ledeboer’s lead-
ership, the Spokane Coun-
ty Library District was
chosen as one of 10 library
systems in the U.S. to un-
dergo an 18-month-long
program called Libraries
Transforming Communi-
ties, through which the
district received a grant
from the American Li-
brary Association to send
five staff members to a se-
ries of workshops. 

“We started to turn out-
ward and say, ‘What can
the library be in the com-
munity? What can we do
to serve the community?’”
she said.

Ledeboer described the
strategy of “turning out-
ward” as an “epiphany for
libraries.”

“Google came in and
transformed” the library
system, she said. “For
years libraries had invest-
ed in reference training
and reference desks and
reference collections, and
within a short period of
time all of that became ir-
relevant and libraries sud-
denly had to reinvent
themselves.

“We started to see that
the goal of the library
would be helping connect
people to local infor-
mation and local resourc-
es, because the nonprofit
down the street doesn’t
have a web presence. They
don’t have a paid web per-
son,” she said.

The purpose of libraries,
in the beginning, “wasn’t
just to share books,” she
said, “it was to create
knowledge.”

Many community mem-
bers are experts in their
fields wanting to share
their knowledge, said Le-
deboer, “so it’s about find-
ing them, inviting them in
and giving them a platform
to share that information.”

Ledeboer encouraged
her staff to innovate and
take risks, with the goal of
connecting community
members to each other
and information.

A newly implemented
project is a converted
space called “The Studio,”
located at the Spokane
Valley branch. It is
equipped with photo, au-
dio and video recording
devices along with appro-
priate editing software.

Trying to get approval
for another library branch
in Spokane Valley has been
Ledeboer’s biggest chal-
lenge.

“We thought we had
support for it,” she said.
The district needs 60 per-
cent approval to start the
project, and the second
vote came in 2.3 percent
shy of that mark.

Ledeboer earned a Mas-
ter of Library and Infor-
mation Science from Uni-
versity of California, Ber-
keley, in 1980, after receiv-
ing a bachelor’s in history
from the same school.

Ledeboer, 60, has spent
five years as executive di-
rector of the Spokane
County Library District
and is ready to move on.

“It’s really sad to say,
but you get to be my age
and you start looking at
the obituaries and going
‘Oh my gosh, what if I only
have five years left? What
if I only have 8 years left?
What would I want to do?’
” she said.

“You can work and
work and work and save
and save and save, but it
isn’t going to do any good
unless you actually retire
and do something with the
time and money,” she said.

She plans to walk the
Camino – a monthlong
hike in Spain – spend time
with her four grand-
children and read “lots
and lots of books,” she
said.

Continued from 1
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