
2019 School Kids Day
Prep Course



Welcome to the 2019 Buffalo Bisons “Prep Course”.  We look forward to 
having you join us for our annual School Kids Day game on May 30th!

To help you get ready for the game, we have put together this guide to 
give you all of the info you will need to enjoy the day.

Inside you will find information on the Bisons and the basics of a baseball 
game, as well as some information tied to our theme for the day, which is 
Reach for the Stars!  

Our friends from WNY United Against Drugs & Alcohol have also provided 
us with some information to help your kids stay away from drugs and live 
a healthy lifestyle.  This additional link can be found on the Bisons School 
Kids Day page.

At the end of this guide is a certificate of completion.  Snap a picture of 
your class holding them up, and we’ll put it up on the video board 
during the game!  Email pictures to solay@bisons.com. 

Thanks and we’ll see you at the game! 



• Triple-A Baseball affiliate of the Toronto Blue Jays
• Baseball season: April-September (70 home games)
• Play at Sahlen Field in downtown Buffalo
• Stadium capacity: 16,600 seats!
• Home to Buster T. Bison, Chip, Chicken Wing, Bleu 

Cheese, Atomic Wing, Beef on Weck, Carrot, and 
fan-favorite, Celery!

Online
• Website: Bisons.com
• Twitter: @BuffaloBisons
• Instagram: @BuffaloBisons
• Facebook: Buffalo Bisons



• Game is 9 innings (includes top + bottom)
– Extra innings played if tied after 9, until someone wins

• Top of the inning – Bisons are in the field
• Bottom of the inning – Bisons are batting
• 3 outs end half an inning
• Outs can be made by:

– Batter striking out (3 strikes)
– A batted ball caught before touching the ground
– A batted ball thrown to base before player arrives
– A runner tagged out by a fielder



Here is a look at the players in the field:

• How many positions are there?
– Is that an even or an odd number?

• How many bases are on the field?

• What shape is the infield?

• At what degree angle do the baselines 
intersect?



Each position in 
the field is 

assigned a number.  
So if you hear 
that the Bisons 
turned a 6,4,3 

double play, that 
means the 

shortstop threw to 
the second 

baseman, and he 
threw to first to 
get 2 runners out.



Line Score
• R: Runs scored for 

the game for each 
team

• H: Each team’s 
total Hits for the 
game

• E: Total Errors 
made for the game 
for each team

Statistics/Game Info.



Pitch Count
• B: number of balls

• 4 balls put a man on 
base!

• S: number of strikes
• 3 strikes and you’re 

out!
• Foul balls count as 

strikes up to 2
• If 2 strikes already, 

foul ball doesn’t count

• O: number of outs
• 3 outs and teams 

switch places

Statistics/Game Info.



Looking at this photo of the Bisons lined up down 
the first base line for the National Anthem, can 
you find:

•The mean of the jersey numbers

•The median of the jersey numbers

•The range of the jersey numbers



Statistics/Game Info.
• Batting Average (AVG)

• Calculated by dividing hits by number of at-bats
• Ex:  3 hits in 10 at bats = .300 avg.

• HR – Home Runs
• RBI – Runs Batted In
• On Base Percentage (OBP)

– Measures how often a batter reaches base by calculating 
(hits + walks + hit by pitch) / (at bats + walks + hit by 
pitch + sacrifice flies)

• Ex:  If a batter has been at bat 127 times, and in that time has 
made: 32 hits, 7 walks, been hit by a pitch 2 times, and 3 
sacrifice flies, then:

• 32 hits + 7 walks + 2 hit by a pitch is 41.
• 127 at bats + 7 walks + 2 hit by a pitch + 3 sacrifice flies is 139.
• 41 divided by 139 is 0.295
• Therefore, the batter’s on base percentage is .295.



Now let’s see if you can calculate:

• Batting Average
A player has 63 hits in 259 at-bats.  
What is his batting average for this season?

• On Base Percentage
A batter has been at bat 311 times, and in that time has made:   
75 hits, 25 walks, been hit by a pitch 3 times, and 18 sacrifice 
flies.  
What is his On Base Percentage?



Reach for the Stars
Getting Started – Project Apollo
• President John F. Kennedy set the goal in 1961 

to land the first man on the moon
• The United States wanted to work with the Soviet Union at first but 

were denied, which started the “Space Race.”

• Goals of the Apollo Missions
• Demonstrate America’s Technological, Economical, and Political 

superiority as a world power
• Scientific Research and Exploration

• Learn more about planet Earth
• Unknown Moon Information – make-up, gravity, moon rocks
• Future development of other planets?
• Build the first Space Station

https://www.nasa.gov/specials/apollo50th/before.html



Reach for the Stars
• 17 total Apollo Missions between 1967-1972

• First six missions were test missions to work on the launch into space
• Apollo 7 – first mission to reach space
• Apollo 8 – famous Earth photo taken

• Apollo 11 – July 20, 1969
• Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin land/walk on the moon 

for the first time
• Plant American flag on the moon – symbolizes that the 

United States was the first to land on the moon
• Collected rocks and setup experiments
• “One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”

https://www.nasa.gov/specials/apollo50th/missions.html



Reach for the Stars
Apollo Missions 12-17
• All made it to the moon except for Apollo 13
• Collected samples and rocks, ran different experiments, and 

tested multiple theories

We still use findings from the Apollo missions today!
• More than 2,500 scientific papers have been written
• Moon rocks are displayed in museums all around the country
• Created the first Space Station

https://www.nasa.gov/specials/apollo50th/missions.html



Reach for the Stars
What’s Next?!

As you can see, these Apollo Missions have been crucial to the 
development of not only the United States, but the world as we 
know it today.  Findings and experiments are still being 
conducted to see if there is a possibility of life elsewhere, and to 
see if we can develop a future civilization on the moon or Mars!

There is a lot of work left to be done, but as more information 
becomes available and with the bright minds of the past, 
present, and future (could be you!), the possibilities are endless!

Check out NASA’s website with more information, videos
and pictures:
https://www.nasa.gov/specials/apollo50th/index.html



Reach for the Stars
It is always important to remember that hard work 

and determination leads to great things.  What 
started as an idea became one of Mankind’s greatest 
feats, landing on the moon.  It took multiple trials 
and failures before the overall goal was met.  The 

NASA team never gave up, overcoming every 
challenge that presented itself.

Never give up.
Work together.
Stay focused.

Reach for the Stars!



Game Day Check List
• Game time is 10:35am, gates open at 9:30am

• Don’t be afraid to get here early!!!
• Games typically last 2.5-3 hours

• Dress accordingly for the weather
• Sunblock/hats if it’s warm + sunny
• Rain coats/ponchos if there could be inclement 

weather
• Plan on attending rain or shine, we will do our best to 

play the game either way! 
• What you can bring

• Gloves for foul balls
• Backpacks
• Bagged lunches

• Be Smart
• Listen to your teachers’ instructions
• Be careful when crossing the street
• Don’t litter
• Don’t run, be courteous to other fans at the game

• HAVE FUN!!!



___________________________________
has successfully completed the 

2019 Buffalo Bisons School Kids Day 
Prep Course!

CONGRATULATIONS


